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Terms 

 Sex: assignment of female, male, intersex, 

or another sex at birth based on physical 

anatomy and chromosomes 

 Gender identity: internal sense of being 

(i.e., gender non-conforming, genderqueer, 

FTM, MTF, woman, man, two-spirit, 

agender, among others) 

 Cisgender/cis: someone who exclusively 

identifies as their sex assigned at birth 

 Transgender/trans*: gender identities of 

those who do not identify or exclusively 

identify with their sex assigned at birth 

 Gender expression: physical manifestation 

of one’s gender through clothing, hairstyle, 

voice, body shape, etc. 

 Gender pronouns: words that refer to    

either the people talking or someone being 

talked about (i.e., they, ze, she, he, among 

others) 

 Gender binary: oppressive systemic notion 

that gender is limited to a binary and no 

other possibilities exist 
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What Can My Unit/Department Do to Create Affirming Environments 

for Trans* Students at UI? 
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